
 

 

 

October 6, 2016 

 

Hello parents! 

Bears are active within our community and we must work together to keep wildlife wild and 

communities safe.  We share the landscape with bears and we can successfully coexist as long as we 

learn how to manage what attracts them, and understand bear behavior for when we encounter them.              

The school is doing an important part by managing the attractants on the property, educating the 

students about bear safety, and following bear safety protocols on the playground.   

Below are some bear safety tips and attractant management tips to consider and discuss with your child 

at home. 

Bear Safety: 

 Never feed a bear!  This includes allowing them to access garbage, compost, fruit and nut trees. 

 Remain calm.  Black bears by nature are wary of people and tend to avoid humans. 

 Make sure the bear has an escape route, and never get between a sow (momma) and her cubs. 

 Be aware of your surroundings, use your eyes and ears especially in areas with low visibility. 

 Be especially aware as you ride a bike because your speed can surprise a bear.  

 Travel in large groups and make noise as you go, letting bears know you are coming. 

 Never run from a bear, instead raise your arms to look big, slowly back away and find an adult. 

 Do not make direct eye contact which can be perceived as threatening. 

 Speak to the bear in a low calm voice to let it know you are there and are not a threat.  High 

pitched screams will irritate the bear and could provoke an attack. 

 Keep your backpack on since it would protect your back in a bear encounter. 

 Keep your dog on a leash because it might provoke a bear and lead it back to you. 

 Scare bears off your property by making loud noises so they do not feel comfortable near you. 
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Attractant management is when you keep your property clean and secure, reducing the likelihood that a 

bear will want to come around and bother you.  This is the most important part to consider in order to 

make our community safe for students and to keep wildlife wild!!! 

 Keep garbage in a bear resistant location and only put in on the curb the morning of collection. 

 Take down bird feeders during bear season (from April through November) 

 During bear season, take compost items that attract bears to the NEW Community Organics 

Recovery Exchange (C.O.R.E.) depot beside RONA.  This includes windfall fruit from your trees!!! 

 Harvest your fruit and nuts before they fall to the ground.  Be proactive!  For help call Skookum 

Gleaners at 485-7940 for your fruit, and Go Nuts Powell River (Ron @ 223-7200) for your nuts. 

 Keep recycling and BBQ’s clean and store in a bear resistant location if possible. 

 Store pet food inside and keep poultry and livestock enclosures clean and manage odours. 

Our local WildsafeBC Community Coordinator will be visiting many classes at the school to talk with 

students about bear biology, safety and attractants.  If your student does not have a visit, we encourage 

you even more to discuss this information at home!   

Thank you. 
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